
School Council Meeting, September 21, 2015 

In Attendance: Laurie Andrews, Darlene Johnson, Leslie Fram, Erin Power, Bojan Furst, Brad 

Stone, Emily Sopkowe, Michelle Brophy, Nick Whalen. 

Regrets: Krista Goulding. 

 

Approval of minutes:   

Motion to approve: Erin Power          seconded by: Laurie Andrews 

Resolved: Minutes passed without resolution.      

Orders of business: 

Code of conduct: Council members to read it before the next meeting.  As a council, we need to 

ensure that the code of conduct meets the requirements of Safe and Caring Schools Policy. 

Once we have reviewed the Code of Conduct, it will be posted on BFS website.   

New Business: 

School boundary.  Moo moos owns the land beyond the retaining wall, and claim that they own 

right up to the tree by the first rock in the rock garden.  This has implications for snow clearing, 

as they may choose to use this part of their property as a place to push snow in the winter.  

District surveys will look at the issue.     

Volunteering: 

Encouraging parents to fill out volunteering forms if they are interested in helping out at the 

school.   

School benches idea: Pablo N. mentioned a grant that the school might wish to invest in.  

Darlene suggested that “inclusion benches” could be purchased. 

Geoff Newman and Laurie had a conversation about a grant to improve the school grounds. 

There needs to be transparency for fundraising.  Fundraising committee needs to be formed, 

and we need to make early plans for fundraising ideas, and to get more creative.  A wish list 

should be created.  French resources are a need: literacy resources in general need.   

3 committees: 175 year anniversary, grounds committee, fundraising are priority committees. 



For any extra-curricular activity, there needs to be a teacher sponsor.  It is increasingly difficult 

to find teacher sponsors due to commitments on teacher time ie running club. There needs to 

be a group of committed teachers and parents.  (Private enterprises are not included, as they 

have private insurance).   

175 year committee: 

Michelle made the point that primary parents should be targeted for volunteering for this 

potential committee.  Former Feildians will play a big role in this potential event.  Darlene 

suggested that perhaps we should seek a large grant.  If we start now, we could ensure that this 

event doesn’t cost the school money.  Fundraising should focus on former Feildians, not on our 

current school community, so we don’t burn out families on fundraising.   

Bojan suggests that perhaps we should consider fundraising for items that a purpose for the 

greater community, and approach it from this angle.  Community events could potentially draw 

in other people who use the school grounds or who are in the community. 

Gala discussion: 

If we consider a gala for this year, we need to get moving on this right away.  The fundraising 

committee needs to decide and get moving on this.   

We will put out a call for a fundraising committee ASAP.  It will be clear that fundraising will be 

for literacy resources.   

Grounds committee: 

We have had huge turnout in the past.  Will we do a cleanup this fall, or wait until the spring?  

We decided to wait until November and decide then if we need to do a cleanup, or if it can wait 

until the spring? 

Door Opening: 

Trial of parents meeting in the auditorium, as we tried last fall, did not work.  It was very 

disruptive, and this will not be a good choice continuing into the future. 

BFS will be adopting a kiss and ride policy, where parents will not enter into the school in the 

A.M. Similarly, at 2:55, parents will not enter into the school at dismissal.  The Safe and Caring 

Schools Policy stipulates that the schools have policies in effect to secure the school.  

Furthermore, there have been relentless disruptions to the school schedule.  Privacy is also a 

concern, and students with needs are not receiving this privacy.   

Much debate ensued: 



As a council, we see the importance of framing this change in school procedure very carefully.  

Some changes may need to be considered for new Kindergarten parents.  Perhaps an escort will 

be necessary for K children.   

This change will put our school in line with district practice.  It will also encourage 

independence. 

Erin Power expressed regret that the new practice will have an impact on relationship building, 

especially in the younger grades.     

Oh Canada discussion: should we discuss eliminating singing of oh Canada?  Discussion for 

another time… 

Discussion around what information will we provide for parents, as to the reasoning: 

-independence 

-timely school start 

-stress the availability of the staff and building at 2:55 

-security should not be a focus, as a reason. 

-special exceptions will be considered. 

Expected start time: some time in early September. 

OTHER: 

$4800 grant for physical education.  Grades 5-6 will spend a day at the Pearl Gate plaza, bus, 

food, everything will be covered, and some equipment will be provided for the school to keep. 

East Coast Trail association: Allison Butler approached us about pulling something together for 

involving gr 6 students in junior trail membership, potentially a hike, etc.  Bojan will tell her we 

are interested.   

Council members: 

No new members needed. 

Motion to adjourn:   Erin Power       Seconded by: Darlene Johnson 


